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S$ 1 R,- | 
Shall endeavour to anſwer yours as 
| fully and briefly as poſlible. 

r. Youdeſire to know whether the 
Letter I ſent you be truly Monſieur .Fa- 
get's or not. . 

2. Whether their Highneſles gave him 
. -Commiſſion to write it. 
. 3. How farthe Diſſenters may rely on 
their Hipghneſſes word, 

| 4+ What effeQs it has.on all ſorts of 
Peaple....”. oi 4) RO 
_ Sir, Raman Catholicks may -be pat- 
doned if they endeavour to make that 
Letter paſs far an Impoſture , it is their 
Intereſt ſo.to.do, and .they are ſeldom 
wanting to promote that , let the methods 
be never ſo indire& which they are forced 
to make uſe of: It does indeed ſpail many 
hopeful projects of theirs. But how any 
Proteſtant among us can really doubt the 
truth of it, is (ſtrange to me. . Some things 
carry their own evidence along with 
them; I take this Letter tobe one of that 
kind; I do not defire you to. believe me 
upon my bare affirmation that I know it 
to be genuine , ( tho this be moſt true) 
but Shall ofter my Reaſons to convince 
you that it cannot be other ways. 

Firſt, The Letter is like its Author, 
the Matter is weighty , the Reaſoning 
ſolid, the Stile grave , full and clear, like 


that ofa Lawyer: It has an Airall over, 
Which as well shews the Religion and 
Temper of its Writer, as the Matter and 
Method of it do his Capacity and Judg- 


ment, Now .all theſe Qualities make up 


the CharaQter of Monfteur Fapel. 
Secondly, There are the ſame grounds 

to believe this Letter to be M. FagePs, as 

there are to believe any thing you have 


not ſeen, viz. The conſtant Aſſevera- 


tions of Perſons of audoubted Credit that 
come from Holland , who all agree init, 
and aſſure us of it. M. Fagel own'd it to 
ſeveral English Gentlemen , and many 
both here and inHolland knew two months 
ago that ſuch a Letter was written ; a 
orgery would before this time have 
becn deteQted , eſpecially ſuch a one as 
TRes the Deſigns of the Triumphing 
arty. | 
Thirdly , It was written by M. Fagel in 
Anſwer to Letters from Mr. Stewart , {-nt 
by his Majelſties ſpecial Orders, and Mr. 
Stewart had. both an English' and Latin 
Copy ſent him: Therefore the English Co- 
Py 1s not called a Tranſlation, butis a ſorr 
of Original: for you are not to doubt bur 
the matter was ordered ſo, that her Royal 
Highneſs peruſe it as well as his Majeſty. 
nthe next place,you would know,whe- 


ther their Highneſies gave Order to Menſieur 
Fagel to write it. A 1 
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I wish Sir, you would take the pains 
to read the Letter oyer again, and confi- 
der who this Monſieur Fagel is : He is Pen- 
fionary 
State , raiſed to that Dignity by the 
Prince's Favour ; he Anſwers Letters 
written to him, which are ordered by 
His Majeſty robe communicated to their 
Highneſles. Inhis Anſwer, he gives an 
Account of their Highnefles- Opinions: 
about the Repeal of the Penal_ Laws and 
Teft; Matters of a National Concern, 
and of the greateſt Importance: Now 
you mult have a ſtrange Opinion of Mon- 
fieur Fapel, if you think him capable of 
ſo great an Indiſcretion (or rather Impo- 
ſture) as to write ſuch a Letter of his 
own head. The Letter it ſelf Dernon- 
ftrates , that whoever writit isno Fool, 
aid the Circumſtances I have marked, 

Show that he isinor Knave, And indeed 
the Subſtance of it is not new, it only 
repeats to His Majeſty the fame Anſwer, 
which the Prince and Princeſs had for- 
merly givento His Majefties Envoy there. 

. In short ; you rny Kave the whole 
Matter: to this plain ſet if this Letter 
be a falfe one, it will be difowwd; if a 
. true one, 1t will-be ov. 0d. Their High- 
neſles love not to do things that will not 
bear: the Licht. It is' Evident, they did 
not intent! the: Matter of it; Should be a 

Secreti; havingg:to}djttro Monfleny d? Al> 
bevitle,as oft a9 he(inhigsdiferect way) 
neceſlitzated them to do it, But how it 
cameto beprinted, Icannot-inform you 
ecrtainly ; however, you Shall have my 

COmeange: ft Hl EEE i 

I remember, as: fobil' it was tioifed 
about. Town , that Mr. Stewart had re- 
ceived a Lerner of fuck a 'nature from 
3onfieur Fapl; Care was taken, that the 

Wruer of the Common News Letters, 

winichare di{perſed over the we oi 

Should inſert in them, that their High- 

uctics kad declared .themfelves for the 
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of Holland, and firſt Minifter of - 


R-peal of the Teft. T his Pia Fraus might , 
I tuppoſe, give occalion to the printing 
of the Letter, asthe Wiſdom and Poli- 
cy of our © States-men (in putting Mr. 
Stewars on writing ſuch Letters) had pro- 
curedit : | ſay Letters; for Monſieur Fagel 
had five or {ix on that ſubject before he 
an{wered,:ſo unwilling were they in Hol- 
land to return an Anſwer,fince they could 
not gfve one that was pleafing, ortodo 
any thing that look'd like medling. 
The third thing you deſire to be ſatis» 
fiedin; is, Whether the Diſſenters may rely 
on their Highneſies Word. 1 am as apt to 
miſtruſt Princes Promiſes as you are, But 
Shall now give you my reaſons, whyl 
think the Diſſenters may ſafely doit. And 
at the ſame time, becauſe of the Aftini- 
ty of the matter, I will tell you why I 
think we may all rely on their Highneſles 
for our Civil Liberties , as well as the, 
Diſlenters may do for Ltberty of Conſcience. 
Much of what I have to fay is equally 
applicable to them both, yet becauſe [ 
know you have had an Account of Her 
Royal Highneſs, better than I gan give 
you, I shall for the moſt part, fpeak on- 
ly of the Prince, RR 
My firſt Reaſon is the certaineſt of all 
Reaſons, That it will be His Highnefles 


interelt to ſettle miatters at Home, - 


which only can be done by a Legal To- 
eration . or Comprehention in Matters 
of Religion; and by reltbring the Civil 
Liberties ot the Nation, fo much inva- 
ded of late. Thar this will be his intereſt 
is Evident, if his Defigns Ive abroad , as 
its certain they do, Detigns at home and 
abroad at the ſame time, are fo inconfi- 
[tent, 'that -we ſee'His Majefty, though 
raiſed above his Fears at home by His 
late Vidtoty 3 and invited abroad, by all 
that can excite his Appetite for Glory 
cannot reconcile them : 


fame condition with Officeis that beat 
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have Encmies before and behin 

But you may happily Obje&, that 
Princes do.not always follow their true 
Intereſts, of which it is not difficult in 
this Ageto give ſeveral Fatal Inſtances. 
I anſwer, That it is to be preſumed, that 
Princes as well as other men, will fol- 


low their Intereſts, till the contrary ap-' 


pear ; and ifthey be of an Age to have 
taken. their Fold, and have till ſuch an 
Age kept firm to their [nterelts, the Pre- 
ſumption grows ſtrong ; but it their Incli- 
nations, the Maximes of their Families, 
the Impreſſions of their Education , and 
all their other Circumſtances do fide with 
their Intereſt, and lead them the ſame 
way, it is hardly credible, they Should 
ever quit it. Now this being the preſent 


Caſe, we hayeall the certainty that can 


be had in ſuch matters. 

The Prince of Orange has above thete 
15. years given {ſo great proofs -of his 
Firmneſs and Reſolution , as wellas of 
his Capacity and Conduct in oppoſing the 
Grand Ravisher (1. may add, the Be- 
trayers too) of Liberty and Religion, 
that he is deſervedly (by all *[mpartial 
men) own'd to be the Head of the Pro- 
teſtant Intereſt: A Headship , which no 
Princes, but the Kings of England should 
have, and none but they would be with- 
out it. +O-£1r<521 LT Ve RIBS TT arg 

Now one may, Ratjonally conclude, 
That when the Prince $Shaltyoyn to his 
preſent Poſſeſſion of this Headship, a 
more natural Title, by being ina greater 
Capacity to Act, He will not degrade 


_ himſelf, nor lay aſide Deſigns and Jnr 


tereſts, which, ought to be the. Glory of 
England , as they are indeed the Glory of 
his Family , acquired and derived tohim 
by the Blood of his Anceſtors, and car- 
ried on and maintained by himſelf with 
ſo much Honour and Reputation. 

I might adg here , That the Prince is 


| (3 
their. men , to make them fight, they 


) 
a Man of a ſedate even Temper, fall of 
Thoughts and ReficCtion : one that pre= 
Cipitates neither in Thinking), Speaking 
nor Acting.;.1s cautious in Reſolving and 
Promiſing , hut ;firm to his Reſolutions, 
and exact ma obferving his Word ; inform 
your Ielf, and yqu'}-find this apart of his 
Character, and conclude: from hence 
what may be preſumed from his laclina- 
tions. 
_ Nowastothe Maxims of his Family, 
letus compaxe them alittle where i: may 
be decently done. + 
The French King broke his Faith to his 
Proteſtant Subjects , upon this ſingle 
Point of Vain Glory, that he might shew 
the world he was greater than moſt of 
his Predeceſlors , who though they had 
the {fame inclinations, were not potent 
enough to purtie thein effeCtually , as he 
has done; to the. everlaſting intainy of 
his Name and Reign. The Maxims of 
the French Kings have been how to out- 
vie each other , in Robbing their Neigh- 


bours , and Oppreſfling their Subjects by - 


Perfidiouſneſs and Cruelty. Burt thoſe or 
the Family of Orange, on the contrary, 
have been to Reſcue Europe trom its Op- 
preſſors, and maintain the Proteſtant [n- 
tereſt, by Vertue, Truth, Honour and 
Reſolution; knowing that ſuch Methods 
are as neceſlary to make Proteſtant 
Princes and States flourish , as Vice and 
Oppreſlion are ro maintajn Popish' Go» 
verntnents, | 

No Popish Prince in Europe can pre 
tend to have kept his Word to his Prote- 
ſtant SubjeQs, as the Princes -of: Orange 
have always.done tq;their Popish Sub- 
jects, at Qrexge,:jand clewherc 3- and the 
Papilts have often broke their Word to 
that Family , and have. been and are its 
declared Enemijes.; and :though the 


Prince's two great Grand-Fathers , Ad- 
miral Coligny -and Prince William, were . 
allaflinated. by ny Ra tac _ 
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4). | hs 
the Approbation of that whole Party { riſhes by adhering ſteadily to the Maxims 


yet it cannot be made appear , that 
ever the Princes of that Family failed 


in keeping their Word , even to ſuch 


Enemies , or uſed their own: Popiſh 
Subjects the worſe for it , in making 
Diſtintion between -them and their 
other Subjes, or Influenc'd the States 
to uſe theirs ſo : I fay the States, who 
allow their R. C. SubjeQs all the Pri- 
viledges of their other SubjeQas , on- 
ly they are kept by a Teſt from havin 
any Share in the Government , whic 
is truly a kindneſs done them , confi. 
dering that illnatur'd Humour of deſtroy- 
ing all thoſe that differ from them, 
Wiiich 1s apt to break out when that 
Religion is in Power. 

Now the Church of England may 
juitly expe& all ſort of Protection and 


Countenance from the -Succeſſors , when 


its their turn togiveit , they havea legal 
right to it , and Impartial Diſlenters 
muſt acknowledge ;that of late they have 
deſerved it. 

But as for the Proteſtant Difſenters ; 
Ithink no Honeſt Man amongſt them 
will Apprehend, that- their Highneſles, 
who keep their Word to their Popiſh 
Enemies , will break it to Proteſtant 
Subjects, tho differing fromthe Publick 
Eſtabliſhment. 

The next thing Iam to make good, is, 
that his Highneſſes Education-mult have 
Infuſed ſuch Principles as fide with his 
Intereſt: there muſt 'be a Fatal InfeQtion 
in the Erglich Crown , if Matters miſcar- 
ry in his Highns. Hands; his Veins are full 
of the beſt Proteſtant Blood in theWorld: 
The Reformation- ith \Frence -grew up 
under the ConduQ and Inftuence of Co- 
ligni,Prince William founded the Govern- 
ment of the United Nether Lands on the 
Bafis-of Property and Liberty of:Con- 
ſcience. His Highneſs was bred and 
kves in that State which. ſubſilts and flou- 


of its Founder: 

He himſelf', both in' his Publick 
and Private Concerns,as well in the Go- 
vernment ofhis Family and'of ſuch Prin= 
cipalities as beJong to him ', as in that of 
the Army , and'iin the Diſpenſing of thar 
great Power whicki the Stateshave given 
him ,- has- as great regard' to: Juſtice » 
Vertue and'True Religion ,. as may com- 
pleat the CharaQter ofaPrince', qualified 
to make thoſe he Goyerns happy: 

It does not indeed appear » that theit 
Highneſfes have any $hare ofthat devou- 
ring Zeal which hath ſo long ſet the 
World on fire , and tempted: thinking 
men to have a notion of Religion it felt , 
like that we have of the Antient Paradiſe, 
as if it had never been 'more than an 1n- 
tended Bleffing:, bat all- who'have the 
Honour to know their Highneſfles'and 
their Inclinations in matters of Religion , 
are fully: ſatisfied they have atruly Chri- 
ftian Zeal, and as much as'is confiſtent 
with Knowledge and Charity. 

As to his Highnefles Circumfiances , 
they will be- ſuch when his Stars make 
way forhim-:, as may convinceour 9cep- 
ticks, that certain perſons, Times and 


Things, are prepared for one another, 


I know not why we may not hope , that 
as his Predeceſlors- broke the Yoke of 
the Houſe of Auftria from off the Neck 
of Europe; The' honour of breaking that 
ot the Houſe of Bourbon is reſerved for 
him. I am confident the Nation: will 
heartily-joyn with him in His juſt Reſent- 
ments: Reſentments which' they have 
with ſo much-Impatience long'd to find, 
and have miſſed with the greateſt indigna- 
tion inthe Hearts-of their Monarchs: 

' His Highneſs has at preſent, a greater 
Influence on-the Councils of the' moſt 
-part of the Princes of Chriftendom:, than 
_ poſtibly any King of England ever had: 
And this acquired by the weight of his 

OWN 


grow up. to a glorious Authority when 
1tisCloathed with SoveraignPower, May 
I :kere mention ( to lay the Jealouſies of 
the mgit unreaſonable of your Friends ) 
tbat bis Highneſs wilt have only.a bor- 
rowed Title, which we may ſuppoſe 
w1ll make him more cautious in having 

ſigns at home, and his wanting Chil. 
dren (to our great Misfortune) will make 
him leſs ſolicitous to have ſuch Deſigns. 
- Butatter all, it muſt be acknowledged , 
that-i1t Matters of this Nature , the. Pre- 
milſes-may ſeem very ſtrong , and yet the 
Concluſion not follow. Humane Infir- 
ties are great, Temptations to Arbitra- 
rineſs are ſtrong, and often both the 
Spirit and Flesh weak 4: fuch fatal Mi- 
ſtakes have been made of latc that the 


 Succefſors themlielves may juſtly pardon 


mens Jealouties- A Widow: that. has a 
bad Husband , will cry'on her Wedding 
day, tho she would be married with al} 
ber heart, But Iam confident you will 
grant to me,that inthe Caſe of the preſent 
Succeſſors , the Poſlibilities are as remote , 
and the Jcalonfics asill grounded, and 
that-there is as -much. to ballance them, 
as ever there was to be found in the Proſ- 
pect of any Succeſſors to the Crown of 
England. Now may Iadd, To conclude 
the Reaſons that I have given-you, why 
we may - depend on their Highnciles, 
that I know confiderable men who after 
great Enquiry and Obſervation, do hope 
that their Highnefles, ( being every way 
fo well: quallified for ſuch an End ) are 
Predeſtinated (if I may ſpeak.) to make 
us. happy..in putting an End to our Diffe- 
IEnceS , and. in fixing. the Prerogative, 
and in recovering the Glory of the Na- 
tion 5 Which is. fo much-ſunk , and which 


now (when we were big with ExpeCQta- 
tions.) we-find Sacrific'd to unhappy 


Partialities in matters of Religion. 
. The laſt.thing you deſire to know, is, 


What EffeQs this Later has had, But it is 


( 
own Perſonal Merit,which will no doubt F 


not yet old enongh tor me to judge of that, 
[ can better tell you what Effects it ought 
to have. I find that moderate wiſe men 
of all Perſwaſions are much pleaſed with 
it. 
I know Roman Catholicks that wish to 
God matters were ſetled on the Model 
given init; they ſee the great Difficulty 
of getting the Teft Repealed : And with- 
al, they doubt whether it is their Inte= 
reſt that it should be Repealed or not: 
They fear needy violent Men might get 
into Employments who would put His 
Majeſty on doing things that might Ruin 
them and their Poſterity. They are cer- 
tainly. in the right of-it. It is good to 
provide for the worſt. A Revolution will 
come with a Witneſs; and its like it may 
come before the Prince of FPales be of 
Age to manage an unruly, Spirit , thatT 
fear will accompany. it. Humane Nature 
can hardly digeſt what it is already ne- 
ecfiitated to ſwallow , ſuch Provocations 
even alters Mens Judgments. I find that. 
Men who otherways hate ſeverity, begin 
to be of Opinion that Queen Elizabeths 
Lenity to the R. C's proves now Cruelty 
to the Proteſtants. The. whole Body of 
Proteſtants inthe Nation, was lately a- 
fraid of a Popish Succeſſor z and when they 
RefleQted on Queen Maries Reigngthought 
we had already ſufficient” Experience of 


the Spirit of that Religion; ang took Self- 


preſervation tobea good Argument, for 
preventing a ſecond\Tryal. But now 
a handful of Roman Catholicks; perhaps 
RefleQing on Queen Elizabeths Reign , 
are not it. ſeems afraid ot Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſors. ,But: if ſome- Proteſtants at that 
time from an Averſion to the Reme- 
dy, hop'd that the Diſeaſe was not ſo 
dangerous as it | proves.” I am confi- 
dent at preſent , all Proteſtants are agreed, 
that henceforward the Nation muſt be 
ſaved, not by ' Faith. And therefore [ 
would adviſe the R. C's to confider that 
Proteſtants are ſtill men , that late Expe+ 
A3. riences 
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_ xiencesat home, and the Cruelties of Po- 
pizh Princes abroad, has given us a very 


rerrivle Idea of their Religion. That Op- 
portunirty is preciousand very ſlippery,and 
if they ler the preſent Occaſion paſs by, 
they can hardly ever hope that it will be 
poſlible for them to recover it, That their 
Fachers and Grandfathers would have 
thought themſelves in Heaven. to have 
had {uch an offer asthis is, in any of the 
four laſt Reigns, and therefore , that they 
had better be contented with Half a Loaf, 
thenno Bread. I mean, it will be their Wiſ- 
dom to embrace this Golden Occaſion of 
putting themſelves on a level with all 
other Englich-men; at leaſt as to their 
private Capacity ; and to difarm once for 
all , the Severity of thoſe Laws; which 


if ever they should come to be in good 


earneſt E xecuted by a Proteſtant Succel- 
ſor , will make England too hot for then : 
And therefore [ should particularly ad- 
viſe thoſe among them, who haye the 
Honour to approach His Majeſty , to uſe 
their Credit, to prevail with him to make 
this ſo neceſſary a ſtep in fayour of the 
Nation ; fince the Succeſſors have ad- 
vanc'd two Thirds ofthe way for effeCting 
ſo good and pious a Work. Then, and 
not till chen , the R. C.'s may think them- 
ſelves ſecured, and His Majeſty may hope 
to begreat by Tranſlating Fear and Anger 
from the Breaſtsot His Subjects, to the 
Hearts of His Owa 2nd the Nations Ene- 
mies. wy Bs | 
But if anevil Genius . (which ſeems to 
have hover'd over us now a long time) 
will have it otherwiſe ; if I werea R; C, 
1 would meddle no more, but live quiet 
at home, and carreſs my Proteitant 
Neighbours; and 1n'fo doing, I should 
think my ſelf better ſecur'd againſt the 
Reſentments of the Nation , then by all 
the Forces, Forts, Leagues, Garranties, 
and even Men Children, that his Majeſty 
May hope to leavebehind him. 
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As for the Proteſtant Diſſenters, I am 
confident the Body of them will conti- 
nue to behave themſelves like men , who 
to their great Honour, have ever perfer'd' 
the Love of their Countrey and, Reli-' 
10n toall Dangers and Favours what« 
oever; but there are both Weak and In- 
tereſted men among all great numbers ; 
I would have them conſider how much 
the ſtate of things is altered, upon the co< 
ming out of this Letter ; for it hitherto 
they have been too forward in giving Ear 
to Propoſals on this miltake , that: they 
could never have ſuch a favourable Jun= 
cture, for getting the Laws againſt them 
Repeal'd ;- I hope now they are unde- 
ceived, ſince the Succefſors have pawnd 
their Faith & Honour for it, which I take 
to be a better fecurity (-as matters go 
at preſent) than the ſo much talked of 
Magna Charta for Liberty of Conſcience 
would be, though got in a Legal way; 
for our Judges have declared , That 
Princes can diſpence with the Obliga- 
tion of Laws; but they have not yet gi- 
ven their Opinion, that they can diſpence 
with the Honour of their Word ; nor 
have their Highneſles any Confeſlor to 
ſupply ſuch an Omifſion- 
. However, itis not to be charg'd on 
their Highneſles, if ſuch a Margna Charts 
be ngt at preſent given them, provided 
the Teftbe tetalone ; but [| fear the R, C. 
Zeal will have all or nothing; and the 
Teſt tov mult be Repeal'd by wheedling 
the Diſſenters to- joyn with willing 
Sherifs in violating the Rights of Elea1- 
ens, which are the Root of the Libers 
ties. of England-; a Foes Way: Of Ie« 
commending their Religion to all true 
Enplizh-men. ee 
But it any of the Difſenters- be ſo de- 
ſtitute of Senſe and Honelty, as to pre- 
fer a Magna Charta, ſo obtain'd Void and 
Nall in te felf ,'to their own Honour 
and'Conſcience, to the Loyt and Liber- 
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* ties of their Countrey, to the preſent 


Kindneſs of all good Men, and their 
Countenance at another time, and-above 
all, to the Favourand Word of the Suc- 
eeſſors, who have now ſo generouſly de- 
clared themſelves for them : We may 


' pronaunce, that they are men abandon'd 


to 2 Reprobate ſenſe., who will juſtly 
deſerve [nfamy, and the Hatred ot the 
Nation at preſent, and its Reſentments 
hereafter. Is it poflible, that any Diſ- 
ſenter , who either deſerves or loves the 
Reputation of an Honeſt Man, can be 
prevaild with by any Pretences of Infi- 
nuations how plauſable ſaever , tro make 
ſo Odious and Pernicious-a bargain, as 
thar of buying a Precarious pretended 
Liberty of Conſcience, at the price of 
the Civil I.iberties. .of their Countrey, 
and atthe price of removing that which 
under God. is the moſt effeEtual Bar to 


$ keep us from the Dominion of a Reli- 


gion, that would as ſoon as it could, 
force usto abandon our Own, or reduce 
us to the Miſerable Condi:ion of thoſe 
of our Neighbours , who are glad to for». 


fie al/tÞ.., have i the, W 6rd ., abs 
they: may have their Souls; uhd Lives for 


rey ? | : 
TN Gor the Church of Frgland, their 
Clergy have of late oppos'd themſelves 
to Popery, With ſo much Learning , Vi- 
gour , Danger and Succeſs » that I think 
21l honeſt Diflenters wi!l lay down their 
Reſentments againſt them, andlook on 
that Church , as the preſent Bullwark and 
Honour of the Proteſtant Religion. L 
wish thoſe high men among thera, who 
have ſolong appropriated to themſelves, 
the Name and Authority of the Church 
of England, and have been made In- 
firuments to bring abouvi Deſigns, of 
which their preſent Behaviour convinces 
me, they were ignorant., as I ſuppoſe 
many of the Diſſenters are , whoſerurn 
iSnow to be the Tools, 


Iiay, | wish ſuch men would conſiders: 


. to what a paſs they have brought Mar- 


ters by'their Violences, or rather the Vio« 
lences of theſe whoſe: Property they were, 
and at length be wiſe; They cannot but 
be ſenſible of the: Advantages they.receive.. 


| by this .Letter. 1 ſuppoſe they apprehend 


(1 am. ſure they. ought to do it) thar the: 
Ruin of their Church is reſolv'd on: Bur 
if the Diſſenters, upon this Letter ' with- 
draw themſelves, the R. C's have neither 
Hearts to keep firm touch a Reſolution, 
nor Hlandsto Execute it, + eo L: 

Since therefore, They themſelves; have 
unhappily brought their Church into fuch 
Precepices by provoking the Difſenters, 
it is ina particular manner their Duty, as 
well as their Intereſt, to endeavour to ſot- 
ten them , by aſſiſting the Letter , and 
promoring the Deſign of it. 

But iþ*the old leaven till remain , and 
they continue to argue as formerly , if che 
Surplice beparted with, the Churchof England 
is loft; if the Penal Laws be, repealed ;the Teſt 
will follow: and comfort themſelves with 
this moſs: Chriſtian,,refleQion.., thee the | 
» . Cz wil k nor. accent; = Ws whe Ko; cTRU; 
them ;\ ſuch men dvelerve allthe miſery! 
that is preparing.for them , and will pe- 
ris1 without Pity, andgive thinking Men 
occaſion to remember the Proverb, Bear 
a Fool ( or a Zealot) in a Marter, ver bis 
Foolishneſs will not depart from him Bat the 
Diſlenters ought not to be much concer- 
ned at this, they have their own Bipots , 
and the Church of Ergland theirs; there 
will be Tools whilſt there are Workmen. 

This 1sa time for Wiſdom to be juſti- 
fyed of her Children, when honeſt men. 
ought to leave off minding the lefler [n- 
terelts of this or that particular Church, 
&'Jo7” in ſecuring the common [ntereft 
of the Proteſtant Religion. And to con- 
clude , I would particularly beg of the. 
Diſſeaters to make uſe of their beſt Judg- 


ment on this fo critical an occaſion, which 


they 
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. colt beforeche knew, Her {elf ; a1 
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pew will do in my opinion, ia keeping 
cloſe to the contents of this Letter, by 


endeavouring toobrain in a fair- and legal 


way ſuch a Liberty to all Per{walions, as 
is the Natural Right of Freemen , and as 


nar. Proteſtant Sueceſſors declare chem 


ſelves willing to .joyn in ; and if thoſe 
who have an equal, nay apreater Jnterett 
than themſelves, will not agree to ſuchs 

Liberty , becauſe they will be Maſters or 
nothing ; the Difſenters will have th 
vomfort of having diſcharged that own 
Conſciences , as prudent Men and good 
Chriſtians ought to do and may {ately 
truſt God with the Event. _ 

Sit, 1 thoupht [ bad madean ond , but 
looking your Letter over againg I find 1 
have forgot to Anſwer a reafon or two you 
give, why you doubt whether the Letter 
be truely M. Fagels : You are-informed 
{you lay) that fuck and ſuch Great Men 
doubred of it ; but ſome- might as well 
precend to doubt of the Truth of that 
Letter, { tho they knew it to be true} as 
believe Fer Majeſty tobe with Child 4 al- 


4 : 
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natomitts/fay, 8 nof-much above at 


"Tong; L don't think that Popisb Succefſors , 


like certain weeds , grow faller than 


Highneliles ) Religion. You know even 


(2) 


| Tho, | 


«olds, 'F " 


how one of them the laſt furrumer payed 
them his reverence wich all che Reſpect 
and Humility ofa duc diſtance , and with 
rhe ſame caution with which the invite 
cible Monarch fights out of Cannon 'shote 


Bur Sir, though the charatter, of a Trim - 


mer be ordinarity the character of a Pru+ 
dent Man , there are times and ſeaſons 
when -.it is not the Character ofantionel} 
Main, 

[ acknowledge , that ſince their High 
nefſes Marriage , nothing has happened 
fo much for the good. of the Froteltant 
Intereſt as this Latter of NI. Fagets, and 


if I hadbeeneither the Writer or Adviſer 


of -it, I shoald be very proud of it, and 
think the Nation mach 41 my devt. but 
Sir, that was not a very good reaſon to 
make you doubt of .it; tora good cauſe 
will have its time + tho not 10 often as 
1 bad one , which bath ardigarily the Mar 
jority on its fide, EF Mi 

I am confident at prefent we have all 
the reaſon inthe world to expect it, for 
my own part though I amnelither young 
mer ſtrong , I hope to live t6 lee a day.of 
"abjbe.in, Raokad.,r ANF AF eflelyg 7 os 
When honeſt men Shall Luvc the fame 
pleaſure inthinking on theſe times , that 
i W oman happily delivered -hath inrefte. 
ELNg On the painand danger she was im, 
But Knaves sball remember them , .as 1 
all told the damned. go thor Sins, Cat. 
{ing both them and themicives, 


Sir I amt 
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